Semantic Feature Analysis
Purpose:

This strategy is used to teach students about organizing things and ideas into categories, helping them
learn about the rules involved in categorization and consider similarities and differences between
categories.

Description:

make suggestions as well. Slowly start suggesting traits that are more abstract and complex (heroic,
devoted, etc.). List these features along the vertical lines at the top of the grid, and start with just a few,
while the students get used to the strategy. Continue to add more as later discussion brings up new
ideas.

Step Three: Indicate Feature Possession:

Guide the students through the characters and characteristics, determining whether or not each
character has each characteristic (or if it is unknown or ambiguous). If they have the trait, indicate so
with a “+” in the corresponding box, if not, put a “-“. If you do not have enough information, put a “?”
and if the response is a “yes and no” type of ambiguity, indicate so with a “+/-“.

Step Four: Discuss



Discuss the concepts that come up as students try to decide and argue about who has which traits.
Again, continue adding to the list of features as the discussion brings new ideas.

Step Five: Complete and Explore

Students can now practice completing this matrix using new words and features.

Assessment:




Semantic Feature Analysis Chart




