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Grade 3 Reading Comprehension Worksheet

Read the short story. Then answer each question.

The Life Cycle

When you plant a seed, does it stay a seed forevere No!

Plants and animals grow and change throughout their lives.

Many plants begin as seeds. As the seed gets what it needs
(water, sunlight, and nutrients from the soil), it begins to
grow. The seed turns into a little sprout. It keeps growing
until it is a full-grown plant. Then the plant makes new
seeds, so that new plants can grow even after the plant
grows old and dies. Those seeds will then go through their
growth process. Because seeds go through this process over

and over again, it is called a life cycle.

Animals also have life cycles. A frog begins as an egg.

When the egg hatches, it turns intfo a

tadpole. The tadpoles grow legs and
arms, and eventually grow into
adult frogs. The adult frogs
lay eggs, so that new frogs
can live even after the

frog grows old and dies.
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Grade 3 Reading Comprehension Worksheet

A dog’s life cycle is a little different than a frog's, because
a dog does not start out as an egg. It is born from its
mother’s belly. The puppy keeps growing and is eventually
an adult dog. Then the adult dog might have puppies to

continue the life cycle!

Insects like caterpillars go through life cycles, too.
Caterpillars begin as eggs. When they hatch, they are larva.
The caterpillar becomes a pupa, and inside of the pupa it
turns info an adult. The adult is not a caterpillar; it is a
butterflyl Then the butterfly lays eggs, so that new
caterpillars and butterflies can live even after the butterfly

grows old and dies.

Plants and animals don't stay the same throughout their

lives, they grow and change through their life cycle.
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Grade 3 Reading Comprehension Worksheet

Questions:

1.

What is the short story mostly about?

What is a life cycle2 Do all life cycles have things in

common@e

What is the main topic of the second paragraph?

Do you know about the life cycle of any other plants or

animals?

Describe it. If not, how could you learn about different

life cycles?
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Grade 3 Reading Comprehension Worksheet

6. Draw pictures of one of the life cycles described in the

short story.

Reading and Math for K-5 © www.k5learning.com



https://www.k5learning.com/
http://www.k5learning.com/reading-comprehension-worksheets

.@Learﬁ?%g

Grade 3 Reading Comprehension Worksheet

Answers:

1. Whatis the passage mostly about?
The passage is about how plants and animals grow and
change throughout their lives.

2. Whatis a life cycle¢ Do all life cycles have things in
commong?
A life cycle the series of stages through which a living
thing passes from the beginning of its life until its death.
Yes, all life cycles are things in common.

3. Whatis the main topic of the second paragraph?
The main topic of the second paragraph is the life
cycle of a plant.

4. Do you know about the life cycle of any other plants or
animals?e
Answers will vary.

5. Describe it. If not, how could you learn about different
life cycles?
Answers will vary.

6. Draw pictures of one of the life cycles described in the
passage.
Review student drawing.
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